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ADRIAN
Desert Dwelling 
Mama


Buffalo Gals / Fall For Me / Queen Of The 
Trailer Park / Blackrock Woman / My Old Bay 
Friend / Happy Ending / Desert Dwelling Mama 
/ Gunpowder On The Wind / Nice Girl / Patsy / 
Facebook Buckaroo
Producers: Adrian & Craig Schumacher
Independent 
46:04

Adrian Brannan released her debut album, 
Highway 80, when she was just fourteen years 

old. Her second album was produced by Tom 
Russell and her third album, Buckaroogirl, 
earned her the nickname Adrian “Buckaroogirl” 
Brannan. In the four years in between her last 
album and this new one Adrian has been busy 
spending time on the road, completing her 

building her small cow herd in northern Utah, 
and auditioning for The Voice.

Desert Dwelling Mama opens with a rewrite 
of that well-know American standard Buffalo 
Gals and Adrian’s version, with a bluesy and 
ballsy quality to her voice and the production 
a bit like a Dave Cobb effort, nudges it into the 
present day. 

Fall For Me and the title track really show off 
Adrian’s strong, gutsy voice and her ability to 
write great lyrics to an infectious groove. Happy 
Ending is in your face with lots of attitude and 
reminds women to be true to themselves and 
not subscribe to body and beauty standards; 
I love the cellos and piano playing on the 
dramatic Gunpowder On The Wind; and Nice 
Girl which is an ode to the mean girls of this 

American high schools) has an insistent groove 
with a blues feel.

My favourites, though, are Queen Of The 

Trailer Park — one of the more old school 

Adrian sings “got a shotgun by the door, daddy 
taught me how to use, I sit in church on Sunday, 
crossed legs in the pew” — and the tribute to 

called Patsy which includes the lyric: “I fall to 
pieces each time I hear your name” and has a 
stunning vocal and accompanying piano.

On an album of eleven tracks there’s just 
the one track here that lets it down for me. 
Facebook Buckaroo is a great song but the 
production was not on the same level as the 
rest of the record and my enjoyment was 
spoiled a little by the distortion on this track. 
However, with it being the closer and with 
the rest of the album being so impressive 
throughout I can forgive Adrian for going a little 

This album is the whole package. It has got 
it all going on and, even though it’s far from 
traditional country, I don’t think it would even 
get close to offending anyone that’s really into 
traditional country. If there’s any kind of broad 
umbrella then this should be under it, unlike 
most stuff trying to get under it that should be 
left out in the rain.

Kelly Gregory


